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necessity of having a fleet large enough to protect herJc§m-
merce and vital supply of food and raw materials. x
admitted that Germany was free to build as she pleasec
but so was England, and England would probably lay dowix
two keels to every one which Germany added to her pro-
gram. After a long discussion between him and Tirpitz
about the Two Power Standard and naval ratios, in regard
to which they could find no mutually satisfactory basis, the
Kaiser proposed that it would be better to avoid for the
moment discussing shipbuilding programs; instead of at-
tempting to define ratios between the two navies, it would
be better to have the agreement deal with the political
question of general policy and colonial matters; after this
was concluded and published, the Kaiser would have Tirpitz
tell the Reichstag that the new political agreement with
England had entirely altered the situation, and the three
extra ships which the new navy law proposed to lay down
in 1912, 1914, and 1916, would not be asked for until 1913,
1916, and 1919. Haldane tactfully assented to his sugges-
tion and it was agreed that next day he should try to work
out with Bethmann some formula of political agreement.164
In along final interview on February 10,1912, Bethmann
proposed the following formula for a political agreement:
I.	The High Contracting Powers assure each other
mutually of their desire for peace and friendship.
II.	They will not, either of them, make any combina-
tion, or join in any combination^ which is directed against
the other.  They expressly declare that they are not bound
by any such combination.
III.	If either of the High Contracting Parties becomes
entangled in a war with one or more other Powers, the other
of the High Contracting Parties will at least observe toward
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